BUCHANAN
economically and deplored by many of the finest spirits in
the South; yet to judge by Southern oratory in Congress,
and by the policy of the Buchanan Administration, slavery
might have been the one thing dear to Southern hearts.
This was the blind reaction of Southerners to being attacked
on moral grounds.
In 18585 while the country was still angry and excited
over the Dred Scott decision, the administration showed its
bias once again by favouring the admission of Kansas to
statehood, with a pro-slavery constitution. Congress
blocked the attempt; Hut again this meant many converts
to the new Republican Party, again the Northern Demo-
crats were given a motive for breaking with their Southern
fellows.
If Buchanan had possessed more force3 he might have
taught his Southern followers to understand the Northern
temper. But Buchanan was not the man to influence, or
instruct, those about him, . . . Born in Pennsylvania, in
1791, Buchanan came of Scotch-Irish stock. His father, a
successful storekeeper, had settled in America in 1783.
Buchanan went to a local school, and then to Dickinson
College, He read law after his graduation and was admitted
to the bar in 1812. He was most successful, and soon had
a moderate fortune. In 1815, he became engaged to be
married; His fiancee broke the engagement, and while
Buchanan was hoping soon to patch up the quarrel, the girl
suddenly died. It was a terrible blow to Buchanan, and
the wound stayed with him permanently. He never
married.
After six years in state politics, Buchanan, in 1820, was
elected to Congress. He belonged to the Federalist Party;
but when, in the next few years, that Party dissolved, he did
not, like most of his fellows, follow Adams and Clay* into
what later became the Whig Party; he joined the Jacksonian
Democrats. In 1828 he took an active part in Jackson's
campaign, and was rewarded with an important chairman-
ship in the new Congress. Four years later Jackson
appointed him American Minister to Russia, and on return-
ing from that post he entered the United States Senate*